HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

Ahura-Mazda, a word which the Greeks transformed into
Oromazdes-and the modern Persians into Ormuzd, had himself
dictated to his faithful servant Zarathustra, the sacred formulas,
on which the religion and civilization of the world should rest
Later on, when the Persians were brought into contact with the
Indians on the one hand, and \vith the Greeks on the other,
they regarded the religion of either, as foreign and hostile
worships. In their eyes the Greeks were barbarians and odious
idolaters ; in the eyes of Cambyses ancient Egypt was
equally despised ; as for the Indians, we know from the
Zenda-Vesta that their chosen gods were identically the same
as the demons with the Persians ; whereas the former again
consigned to hell those Ahuras which to the Persians were
the supreme conceptions of divinity. Then the Persians carried
on fierce wars against the ungodly, upsetting their idols and
burning their temples wherever the politics of Darius and
the passions of Xerxes led them.

But the various religious ceremonies have proceeded one out
of the other. Not only are the forms of worship in each not
original, not only are the symbols found to have crept succes-
sively into each worship, retaining and transmitting to
succeeding generations all the outward signs, which at no time
underwent more than the most superficial alterations, but the
mystic or rather the metaphysical aspect also, which is hidden
under these veils, and which we might term the divine element
in religions, has remained unchanged since the remotest days
vivifying those symbolic figures, rites and formulas which
constitute its outward and visible signs. At present we know
for certain that most of, if not all the worships of ancient Greece
originated in Asia. How then did they light upon the con-
tinent of Europe ? Which roads did they follow ? This is an
important but secondary question, one not solved yet, though
we are aware that Crete, the Archipselago and the countries
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